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Enlisted Personnel 
• The Marine Safety Manual, Volume III, Chapter 2 contains a table (Table 2-1, see 

Attachment A, Suggested Acceptance of Military Sea Service by Rating for License 
Qualifications) with all military ratings.  The table shows which ratings may be used 
towards deck, engineer, or staff officer endorsements. 

• Notes at the end of the table may be applicable to your position.  If so, ensure additional 
information is not required, such as a Professional Qualification Standard or 
documentation of engine room Watchstanding for Hull Technicians. 

• Due to the great variety of specialized duties that enlisted personnel perform, the following 
guidelines are provided for sea service evaluation: 

o Service as a seaman apprentice (SA) or seaman (SN) is equivalent to sea service as an 
ordinary seaman or deckhand. 

o Service as fireman apprentice (FA) or fireman (FN) is equivalent to sea service as a 
wiper or coal passer. 

o Service as a petty officer (E-4 and above) in the deck department is considered 
equivalent to that of an able-bodied seaman. 

o Service as a petty officer (E-4 and above) in the engineering department is considered 
equivalent to that of a qualified member of the engine department. 

o Deck rating of E-4 and above with qualifications as deck watch officer-underway is 
considered equivalent to licensed mate time. 

o Service experience obtained as a junior officer of the deck is considered equivalent to 
able seaman time. 

o Engine rating of E-4 and above with qualifications as engineering watch officer-
underway is considered equivalent to licensed assistant engineer time. 
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Suggested Acceptance of Military Sea Service by Rating for  
License Qualifications 
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